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consideration for the mental states of
another, particularly when they are going
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Sympathy: showing awareness of and
consideration for the mental states of
another, particularly when they are going
through hard times.

> An emotional response to a (usually
strong) emotional state.

Empathy: feeling that you are experiencing
what the other person is feeling.

> Need not be in the same emotional
state.

> Sometimes treated explicitly as being
like mind reading or telepathy.
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well-developed involuntary empathic responses but that
the empathic responses are not the “right” ones. —
” » Intriguing suggestion that empathy may be trainable.
A
#

» Autism spectrum disorder and Asperger’'s syndrome.

» Likewise appear unaware of the significance of social
cues.

» Recent research suggesting that autists may not be
insensitive to others’ emotional states but overly
sensitive to them. e

» Enactivists are inclined to view autists as instances of |

cognitive diversity rather than intrinsic disorder.
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The theory-theory of mind and the simulation theory of mind both deny
that it is possible to experience other minds, both presuppose the
fundamental opacity or invisibility of other minds.... Both accounts
consequently share the view that the minds of others are concealed and
hidden, and they consider one of the main challenges facing a theory of
social cognition to be the question of how and why we ascribe such
hidden mental entities or processes to certain publicly observable bodies.

When claiming that we are able to experience others, and as a
consequence do not exclusively have to rely on and employ inferences,
imitations or projections, this is not meant to entail that we can
experience the other in precisely the same way as she herself does, nor
that the other’s consciousness is accessible to us in precisely the same
way as our own is. ... It is precisely because of this difference, precisely |
because of this asymmetry, that we can claim that the minds we !
experience are other minds. As Husserl points out, had | had the same
access to the consciousness of the other as | have to my own, the other
would cease being an other and would instead become a part of myself.
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Hypothesis: There are certain intense experiences — call them extreme
empathy — where there is a single joint experience among two or more
individuals.
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» Extended-mind hypothesis (Clark and Chalmers).
» 1998: “Where does the mind stop and the rest of the world

begin?” Thdeo;ly of mind,
and the
> 2008: “[Human beings are] profoundly embodied agents. . . alternatives

able constantly the negotiate and renegotiate the
agent-world boundary itself.”

> Enactivism (Maturana, Varela, Thompson, et al.).

» 1978: “Everything that is said, is said by an observer to
another observer that could be himself.”

» 1992: “I have proposed using the term enactive to. . . evoke
the idea that what is known is brought forth, in
contraposition to the more classical views of either
cognitivism or connectionism."”

»> Perspectival dualism: what we call “mental” and what we call
“physical” are neither two ontologically different substances nor
two ontologically distinct sets of property of a common substance
but rather competing, complementary, mutually necessary, yet
‘ irreconcilable views on one and the same world. b
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» More epistemological than ontological.

> Interested in both how we currently do, and how we
most usefully can, model these things conceptually, both Modeling
as researchers and as lay persons. empathy and

emotions

» Argue for the importance of combining “top-down” with
“bottom-up” approaches as essential to arriving at any
theoretically adequate understanding.

» Ontological commitments:

» Emotions are evolutionarily ancient.

» They are tied up with our existence as living organisms.

» They serve as part of the necessary foundation to
rational thought, “higher-level’ cognition, and
consciousness.
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